
Fun on the High Seas

Gae Bristow
February 2024 General Meeting
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First Sailing Lesson for the Kids
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True Blue – A Ben Lexan Design
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Ben Lexan also designed Alan 
Bond’s Americas Cup winner 
with the famous winged keel.



A.J. Bristow Marine
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A total of 5 boats were built in 
a shed on the property in Dural.
Cape Fear was retained ….
Restless went to Queensland 
and two boats went to Japan 
as per this story



Construction of S/Cape
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Restless
Restless, was one of the first Andrew Cape designs, a 
Cape 35’. The hull and deck were built in Sydney at 
A.J. Bristow Marine, in 1992, with owner Ray Hobbs 
working for the builder and living in his Landcruiser for 
a period of 3 months. He then transported the joined 
hull and deck home to Gladstone where the yacht was 
faired, painted, and fitted out with rig and a basic 
racing interior. Bristow went on to build another 4 
Cape design yachts during the period of the early 
Nineties.

Restless was launched in October 1992, in time for 
the annual Round the Bay Race, hosted by Capricorn 
Cruising Yacht Club, Rosslyn Bay, Yeppoon.

The first attempt at competing in the Brisbane to 
Gladstone Race, in 1993, was halted by a disastrous 
delivery trip; Restless snapping its mast at the lower 
spreaders as she went over the treacherous Wide Bay 
Bar. Instead of continuing South, Ray Hobbs and Ken 
Watson pointed north and motored home with the 
broken rig.

Ray then purchased a Dodge truck, followed a few 
years later by a Mack truck, and after some 
alterations to the keel, Restless was trucked in style 
to regattas as far south as Sydney and north to 
Hamilton Island.
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Launch of Cape Fear
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Transporting Cape Fear
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50th Anniversary Sydney Hobart
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The 1994 Start
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Everyday Life!
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Sailing Down the Tasmanian Coast
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Finished!
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The All Girl Crew 1995

TSCC February 14, 2024 14



Front Page Spread 1995
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The Race - Extracts from the ABC
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Sydney to Hobart All Female Crews
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1975  Barbarian                                                            1992 Nadia IV

1993 WOW                                     1994 WOW                                       1995 MOPRTGAGE CHOICE        1994 NZ



All Female Crews
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Cape Fear Wins 1995 Mooloolaba Race
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A Race of Survival
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It was a really difficult race with yachts being dismasted and lots 
of broken gear



“Hello Tiger”
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Back to their Winning Ways
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The End
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