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Jeremy Braithwaite
LE MANS 2024



La Chartre sur Le Loir
• John Wyer adopted the Hotel de France 

in 1953 with the cars being fettled there 
and then run on the open road to the 
circuit

• The Pasteau family owned the hotel for 
4 generations and they would also cater 
for the Aston Martin team at the circuit

• The hotel has been visited by the Who’s 
Who of motor sport with people like Phil 
Hill, Caroll Shelby, Paul Frere, Bruce 
McLaren, Graham Hill, Stirling Moss, 
Jackie Stewart, Jacques Lafitte, Mario 
Andretti and many more staying there

• The Hotel has become a magnet for 
enthusiasts, and it is rare to not see 
interesting cars in the car park in front 
of the hotel

TSCC July 10, 2024 2



Hotel de France Memorabilia

• Luckily our friends John & 
Helen Young own a house just 
up the road … our pied a terre 
for Le Mans week

• The hotel contains a huge 
amount of memorabilia:
https://jbraithwaite.smugmug.
com/Europe/France/Pays-de-
la-Loire/Hotel-de-France 
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Benjafield Racing Club Visit 2023
• Visit to celebrate the Le Mans Centenary
• Martin Overington owns the hotel and a vintage Bentley which he used to tow his Porsche 962
• John Young Photos
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The Car Park in 2024
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Jacky Ickx
• Spent around 20 minutes 

chatting with Jacky Ickx
• Won Le Mans 6 times
• 8 wins and 25 podiums in F1, 

runner up in 1969 and 1970
• Won the 1979 Can-Am 

Championshop
• Won the Paris Dakar in 1983
• Won Bathurst with Allan 

Moffat in 1977
– Asked after him
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Derek Bell

• Stayed at the Hotel de France
• McLaren video featuring Derek 

& Justin Bell and the new 
Artura

• Overtook us on the way home 
on Wednesday evening
– Its quick!
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Le Mans Week in La Chartre
• The whole town gets behind the race
• Displays from some of the shops
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Le Mans Entries
• 23 x Hypercar

– Rapidly expanding premier category has revitalised LE Mans and WEC
– Factory entries from Ferrari, Porsche, Cadillac, Alpine, Lamborghini, Toyota, Peugeot, BMW and Isotta 

Fraschini
• 16 x LMP2

– All Oreca chassis with 4 litre Gibson V8s
• 23 x LMGT3

– Entries include Ford Mustang, Aston Martin Vantage, BMW M4, Ferrari 296, McLaren 720S, Lamborghini 
Hurracan, Lexus RC F, Chevrolet Corvette Z06,  and Porsche 911
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What is a Hypercar?
• Le Mans Hypercar: LMH

– WEC only
– 500kW ICE
– Hybrid system can deliver up to 

200kW but cannot be utilised 
under a certain speed

– Total power 520kW
– 1030 KG
– 20 road going examples
– Ferrari, Toyota, Isotta Fraschini

• Le Mans Daytona h: LMDh
– WEC and IMSA
– 470kW ICE – free choice of config
– Bosch/Williams/Xtrac hybrid 

system delivers 50kw
– Total power 520kW
– 1030 kG
– Based on approved chassis by 

Dallara, Oreca, Multimac or Ligier
– Alpine, BMW, Cadillac, 

Lamborghini, Porsche
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ACO/WEC BALANCE OF PERFORMANCE BALANCES THE FIELD AND HELPS GUARANTEE CLOSE RACING



Hypercar Team: ALPINE A424
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ALPINE ENDURANCE TEAM



Hypercar Team: BMW M HYBRID V8
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BMW M TEAM WRT



Hypercar Team: CADLILLAC V SERIES.R
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CADILLAC RACING

WHEELEN CADILLAC RACING



Hypercar Team: FERRARI
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FERRARI AF CORSE

AF CORSE



Hypercar Team: ISOTTA FRASCHINI TIP06-C
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ISOTTA FRASCINI



Hypercar Team: LAMBORGHINI SC63
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LAMBORGHINI IRON LYNX



Hypercar Team: PEUGEOT 9X8
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PEUGEOT TOTAL ENERGIES

Paul di Resta



Hypercar Team: PORSCHE 963
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PORSCHE PENSKE MOTORSPORT



Hypercar Team: PORSCHE 963
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PROTON COMPETITION

HERTZ TEAM JOTA



Hypercar Team: TOYOTA GR010 - HYBRID
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TOYOTA GAZOO RACING



ENTRIES BASED ON WEC + IMSA
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WTSC = IMSA
TYRES = MICHELIN



LMP2 ENTIES
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WTSC = IMSA
TYRES = GOODYEAR

PA = AMATEUR DRIVER IN THE TEAM



LM GT3 ENTRIES
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WTSC = IMSA
TYRES = GOODYEAR



Getting to the Circuit
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Parking
• We were in Expo for 

the weekend – but 
only had access to 
‘Gratuit’ on the 
Wednesday

• One hour walk on a 
sandy track

• Lucked on a taxi 
that night

• Home 90 mins after 
race finish on 
Sunday
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Tickets
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ACO MEMBERS STAND

329,000 spectators … tickets for ACO Members stand sold out in 1 hour
We were on the front row!!

Only grandstands directly opposite the pits can see the pit stops 



WEDNESDAY QUALIFYING
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Night Practice
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Night Practice
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Night Practice
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Parade of the Trophy
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Fly Past, Marseillaise etc
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Drivers Strapped in
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The Start
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The Start
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The Start
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The Start
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The Pit Stops Start
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The Pit Stops Start
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Big Screen
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Big Screen
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Through the Tunnel
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Through the Tunnel
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Through the Tunnel
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Iron Dames - All Girls
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RAHEL FREY   MICHELLE GATTING   SARAH BOVEY https://www.irondames.ch/ 

https://www.irondames.ch/


Incredible Closing Speeds
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Dunlop Bridge
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Tetre Rouge
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Tetre Rouge
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Tetre Rouge & Start of Mulsanne
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Tetre Rouge – Matt Campbell
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The Food
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Night Pit Stops
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Concerts & Other Distractions
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We left after 11pm and the heavens opened … over 4 hours of safety car through the night



Sunday Morning – Shuttered Garages
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Gendarmes
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Brendon Hartley gets Turned Around
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It Rains
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Porsche Curves
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Porsche Curves

TSCC July 10, 2024 60



Ferrari Wins
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Ferrari Wins, Every Finisher Applauded
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9 Cars on Lead Lap at Finish
• Ferrari won by getting 14 

laps rather than 12 out of 
its tank of fuel and thus 
saving a pit stop
– There was less than 3% 

remaining at the finish
• Aussie Matt Campbell 

finished 6th
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LMP2 & LM GT3 Results

• 5 cars on the lead lap 
in LMP2

• The Porsche 911 had 
a lap on the field in 
GT3

• Complete results:  
https://www.fiawec.com/en/race/
result/4865 

• Aussie James Allen in #30 
Duqueine LMP2 DNF
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https://www.fiawec.com/en/race/result/4865
https://www.fiawec.com/en/race/result/4865


Yasser Shahin wins GT3

• Bend Motorsport owner Yasser 
Shahin won the LM GT3 
Category
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In Conclusion
• ACO has done an incredible job 

to bring together the FIA, IMSA 
and so many different 
manufacturers

• We are really seeing the rebirth 
of modern sports car racing

• Le Mans is an incredible event
– The cars look and sound terrific
– The racing is unbelievably close
– They really know how to put on 

an event … right down to the 
officials in the car parks

– The mainly French crowd is 
polite, knowledgeable and very 
enthusiastic
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All my photos:  https://jbraithwaite.smugmug.com/Motorsport/CIRCUITS/LE-MANS/LE-MANS-2024 

https://jbraithwaite.smugmug.com/Motorsport/CIRCUITS/LE-MANS/LE-MANS-2024


Dinner at the Hotel de France
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