
Special Willys and Aston Martin restoration Supplement 

During the production of the September-October issue of Top Gear, two excellent articles were 

submitted.  They were too good to leave out but formatting difficulties (for me, that is) meant they 

couldn’t be integrated with the main body of the magazine. 

The first is a report by Jeremy Braithwaite on the amazing Willys Roundup organised by Les 

Johnson and family at Orange on 14th-19th October.  It was the largest gathering of 100 year old 

Willys Overland cars in the world. 

 

The second is a heart-warming, hand-ringing, long-term story of the epic restoration of an Aston 

Martin DB4.  It was published in four parts in ‘Running AMOC’, the journal of the Aston Martin 

Owners’ Club and is repeated here with the permission of the club and the car’s enthusiastic and 

committed owner, Greg Bruce.  Read it and weep! 

 

(This article came to me as a series of pdfs which I was not able to alter, so the page numbers are 

irrelevant and you may need to zoom in on the text to read it.  It’s worth the effort.  Ed) 



 
 

EARLY WILLYS ROUNDUP  AT ORANGE  
By Jeremy Braithwaite 

A couple of years ago Les Johnson asked me to help him with some artwork for a Roundup of very early Willys 
Overland vehicles which he planned to hold at Orange on 14th – 19th October 2018.  I was only too happy to help and 
asked Les if we could join them for the event and photograph it. 
It was to represent the largest gathering of 100 year old Willys Overland vehicles anywhere in the world with 25 cars 
making it to Orange and a further 5 entered.   
The event marked the Centenary of the Sydney to Brisbane record of 19 hours 38 ½ minutes set by Fred Eager and 
Wally Webb on 19th & 20th October 1918 in Old Whitey, a Willys Overland Model 61T.  This reduced the previous 
record by 6 ½ hours.   
Graham and Marjorie Crittenden from Kingaroy had restored Old Whitey and brought her to the Roundup. Also 
present was David Crisp from Crookwell with his Model 8-88 fitted with the experimental V8 racing engine that had 
been developed for Indianapolis and once been fitted to Old Whitey.  This engine had not run for 100 years and was 
successfully started on the anniversary, Friday 19th October, by Rick Johnson and visiting American owner and Willys 
expert Greg Gumtow. 

David Crisp (l) and Graham Crittenden on Old Whitey (r) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Les organised a full week of activities for the group including: 

 Line-up of all the vehicles and their owners at Orange Showground and a welcome by the Mayor of Orange, 
Reg Kidd 

 Run to Millthorpe and lunch at the museum where Les & Rick Johnson and daughters Emily and Sophie and 
visiting Americans Duane & Rebecca Perrin were interviewed by Win News 

 Run to Manildra via Cumnock.  At Manildra Tom’s Overland Garage was decorated with Overland signs made 
especially for the day.  Lunch was served in the Museum and some old movies were shown in the Amusu 
picture theatre, home of Tom Allen the Picture Show Man 

 Morning tea and photo opportunity at historic Duntryleague in Orange followed by a run to Banjo Patterson 
Park and the Botanical Gardens which also offered lunch 

 Run to Abercrombie House at Bathurst where lunch was served followed by a visit to Mt Panorama.  The hills 
encountered on this trip were a real challenge both on the way up and more so on the descent where rear 
drum brakes were the sole form of retardation 

 A leisurely lap or two of the Gnoo Blas Circuit at Orange, home of the first FIA sanctioned event in Australia 
won by Jack Brabham.  A picnic lunch was served at Lake Canobolas 

 Dinner at Duntryleague where many of the members came in period dress and Graham Crittenden showed 
some photos of the restoration of Old Whitey 

 
Astonishingly a large number of the vehicles were still running at the end of this arduous week! 
Julie and I took over 3,000 photos of the event which can be found on this link: 
https://jbraithwaite.smugmug.com/MotorsportHistorics/Willys-Overland-Roundup  
We’ve also put together a Souvenir Book which will be printed by the Willys Overland Club of Victoria for its 
members. 
I’ll leave the pictures to tell the story of the week and all the fun we had.  I’ve also included below an account of the 
Old Whitey Story and the Indianapolis racing V8.   
The real story of the event was the incredible effort that Les put in to building a complete register of all the Willys 
Overland vehicles in Australia and then harrying all the owners to make sure they got to the Roundup.  One owner 
told me they had had more than 250 emails from Les! 
In addition to the yellow car that many members would be familiar with, Les also purchased another couple of cars 
from America and shipped them to Australia.   
On arrival the guests were presented with a leather 
compendium full of memorabilia and goodies.  This included a 
replica of the letter opener that Fred Eager had on his desk 
inscribed with the details of the Sydney to Brisbane record run. 
There were Overland stickers, reproduction brochures from the 
period, cuff links and a lapel badge and even a compass to help 
get you home. 
The effort was not just from Les.  The ENTIRE family joined in the 
fun and it was just wonderful to see three generations of 
Johnsons enjoying grandpa’s toys! 
 
THE OLD WHITEY STORY 
The 2018 Orange Roundup marked the centenary of the 
Sydney to Brisbane record set by Fred Eager and mechanic 
Wally Webb in Old Whitey, a 1912 model 61 Overland. 
The car was the promotional vehicle for AP Eagers Ltd, a 
company started by Fred’s father Edward and the Southern 
Hemisphere distributor for Willys vehicles.   
There were few made roads in those days and Old Whitey 
made ascents of Mount Glorious, Mount Gravatt and 
Tamborine Mountain; this often involved pioneering the 
road.  
 
 
 
 

https://jbraithwaite.smugmug.com/MotorsportHistorics/Willys-Overland-Roundup


The car at that time had wooden wheels and was a 45hp Overland Speedster. 
In 1916 the car ran at 81.8 mph on Perdriau 3 rib tyres at Southport Beach and later set a new record of 2 hours and 
7.5 minutes for the journey from Brisbane to Toowoomba.  The time was recorded by a watch in a sealed packet 
carried by the driver and opened on arrival.  
On October 19th and 20th 1918 Fred Eager and Wallace Webb took 6 and a half hours off the record for Sydney to 
Brisbane.   
They started at 10pm from the GPO in Sydney and made it to Wisemans Ferry in 1 hour 35 minutes. This was 25 
minutes ahead of the schedule.  18 minutes was immediately lost by the next 6 railway gates being closed; they lost 
5 minutes at Murrurundi changing a spark plug and another 10 minutes at Wallabadah changing the entire set.   
There were no further troubles encountered and they got to the Central Northern Garage at Tamworth at 6.05, on 
schedule.  A quick breakfast was followed by a departure at 6.30 and arrival at Armidale at 8.15, again on time. 
They then lost 8 minutes to Glen Innes and a further 4 minutes to Tenterfield but had made up 6 minutes by the 
Queensland border and a further 12 minutes by Warwick. 
The run to Brisbane in 3 hours 17 ½ minutes included a 10 minute stop for some fruit and a cup of tea and the arrival 
time in Brisbane was 5.38 ½ pm.  The drive took just 19 hours and 38 ½ minutes and represented an average of just 
over 35 mph. 
The fastest train time between the two cities was 27 hours and 10 minutes which rather puts Old Whitey’s time in 
perspective. 
The car used two front tyres which had previously been used to win the Mt Cootha Hill Climb and two new rears.  
They were Goodyear No Hook Straight Wall Cord Tyres and they did not need to be replaced on the route. 
They chose a full moon for the run and had fine weather as well. 
A further factor had been the Eager distribution network that had paid farmers and railway staff to have gates open 
at the time the car was due.  They also had ferries waiting on the right side of the crossings irrespective of the 
number of cars waiting on the other side to cross.  
It’s not clear what happened to old Whitey after 1918 but Joe Wilson ‘found’ the car in 1959 in an old garage and 
told the Guthrie family who eventually acquired the car in 1962 for 150 pounds and used it in club events. 
Graham Crittenden acquired the car in 1966 for 
$2,000 and was fortunate that Wally Webb was 
still alive and working at Eagers and was able to 
help with the restoration. 
At one stage the car had had a tray back fitted and 
had been used for stump pulling on a property. 
Graham recalls that the axles were twisted through 
45 degrees. They had to be replaced. It also took 
15 years to find the correct number 6 Houk wire 
spoke wheels.  
Graham shared a number of photos with us of the 
restoration: 
https://jbraithwaite.smugmug.com/MotorsportHistorics/Willys-
Overland-Roundup/Graham-Crittendens-Photos-of-Old-Whitey/    

There is also a video of Graham talking about Old Whitey:  
 https://jbraithwaite.smugmug.com/MotorsportHistorics/Willys-Overland-Roundup/Whitey-Videos/i-8hgDJ3d/A  

 
 

https://jbraithwaite.smugmug.com/MotorsportHistorics/Willys-Overland-Roundup/Graham-Crittendens-Photos-of-Old-Whitey/
https://jbraithwaite.smugmug.com/MotorsportHistorics/Willys-Overland-Roundup/Graham-Crittendens-Photos-of-Old-Whitey/
https://jbraithwaite.smugmug.com/MotorsportHistorics/Willys-Overland-Roundup/Whitey-Videos/i-8hgDJ3d/A


Old Whitey on the Roundup at Millthorpe 

 
WILLYS INDIANAPOLIS V8 STARTS AFTER 100 YEARS 
Around 1915 Willys made a number of experimental SR4-8 
racing engines with a view to competing at Indianapolis.  One 
of these engines was imported by Fred Eager of A.P. Eager Ltd 
in 1916 and he arranged for his racing mechanic Wally Webb 
to fit it to the firm’s promotional vehicle, Old Whitey. 
The current owner of Old Whitey, Graham Crittenden, 
discussed the end result with Wally, the man who sat beside 
Fred Eager on all his record runs, and he refused to get into 
the car.  Fred proceeded solo and returned in less than 20 
minutes after a few gyrations.  Wally’s assessment had been 
correct and the engine was not suited to that chassis. 
The engine was removed and remained at A.P.Eagers Ltd for 
65 years until David Crisp of Crookwell in NSW made them an 
offer which they accepted on 7th April 1981.  It then sat in 
David’s huge pile of bits for another 30 years before the project began to put the motor into a chassis and built a 
suitable body for it.  
David selected a 1917 Willys Knight Model 8-88 Chassis and did all the mechanical work in his own workshops.  
There had been no exhaust manifolds on the engine and simple stub exhausts were fitted.   
The original V8 radiator had stayed in Old Whitey and obtaining a suitable one proved quite difficult.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A body was now required and Robert 
McLachlan at Gosford was approached to 
build this.  Les Johnson picked the car up 
in his covered trailer in March 2018 and 
took it there, in the hope that it could be 
completed in time for the October 
Roundup at Orange.  It was completed in 
July and Les picked it up and took it back 
to Crookwell. 
It was in this state that the car arrived (on 
Les’s trailer) at Orange.  It had fluids in it 
but had not started.  American Willys 
expert Greg Gumtow was also at Orange 
and he had a rare V8 production model 
and was thus quite familiar with the type 
of engine.   
Greg, and Les Johnson’s son Rick, tried to 
start the engine between rain storms on 
Thursday 18th October and it just wouldn’t go.  The next day was the centenary of Old Whitey’s record and after a 
few coughs and splutters the V8 burst into life for the first time in more than 100 years. 
The video is here: https://jbraithwaite.smugmug.com/MotorsportHistorics/Willys-Overland-Roundup/Whitey-
Videos/i-TGbNMBR/A  
After the Roundup was over Greg went down to Crookwell to spend some more time with David and the car and it is 
hoped that it will be a regular at Veteran runs in the future. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
I’d wondered before the event what was the connection 
between Old Whitey and Don Harkness’ Old Whitey II.  Well they 
were both Willys Overlands but Don Harkness’ car had no 
connection to the original.  Old Whitey II ran very successfully at 
Maroubra Speedway and there is a lot of really good information 
in Bill Boldeston’s excellent book on the subject, including the 24 
hour speed record set at Maroubra of 1,236 miles at an average 
51.5 mph.  This was 9 years after Old Whitey’s record and done 
on a banked track – as opposed to unmade roads and ferries.   
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